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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM BOOLA BARDIP 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.12 am]: Mr Speaker, there is 
no-one more cultural than you this morning! 

It gives me great pleasure to rise and talk about our magnificent, world-class Museum Boola Bardip, which I am 
proud to be opening with Premier Mark McGowan this Saturday, 21 November. By remarkable coincidence, that 
also happens to be my birthday! 

The Western Australian Museum Boola Bardip is a $400 million state government project. The design and construction 
of the new building integrates beautifully with existing heritage buildings and includes heritage restoration works 
to the Old Perth Gaol and the Jubilee, Beaufort and Hackett Hall buildings. The Museum will be free for visitors 
for at least the first 18 months and it will always be free for children aged under 15 years. Boola Bardip is situated 
in the very heart of the Perth Cultural Centre and is a landmark building with extraordinary exhibitions and visitor 
experiences. It is three times the size of the previous Museum and around 54 000 people were engaged and had their 
say about the new Museum. It includes eight new permanent galleries, a 1 000-square-metre temporary exhibition 
gallery, and retail and cafe spaces. There are thousands of items from the Museum’s collections displayed in new 
and innovative ways, and exhibitions and experiences featuring stories from around Western Australia. 

These are fascinating facts, members. The overall structure includes 1 600 tonnes of structural steel, more than 
12 000 cubic metres of concrete and 1 000 glass facade panels. The roof of the Museum is around 38 metres above 
ground level. The cantilever over the Hackett Hall building is 17-metres wide and is made up of high-strength steel 
trusses that span 20 to 40 metres, some even up to 50 metres. In total, the new Museum project employed around 
3 300 people, including some 2 700 construction workers and subcontractors and 600 creative industry workers. 
The diamond shape in the Museum facade, or the veil, is a modern interpretation of the shape of the tread of the 
iron staircases in Hackett Hall. The gold throughout the Museum is inspired by WA’s gold rush history and one 
of the first objects in the Museum collection is a piece of quartz with a gold vein running through it. The City Room 
is inspired by Nature’s Window in Kalbarri, while the lines and form of the building reflect the land strata in WA. 
The colours in the Museum are inspired by the colours of Western Australia. The main terrazzo includes colours 
from Whadjuk boodja—the greens of the banksia, limestone and granite. The red terrazzo is reflective of the red earth 
of the Pilbara. 
The very first exhibition in the temporary exhibition gallery is the groundbreaking, internationally renowned 
special exhibition Songlines: Tracking the Seven Sisters. Through paintings, photographs and multimedia, Songlines 
shares the story of the seven sisters as they traverse our ancient continent from Roebourne to the APY Lands in 
South Australia. 
I urge all members to take their friends, family and neighbours—anyone—to see the world-class Western Australian 
Museum Boola Bardip. 
The SPEAKER: Happy sixtieth birthday for Saturday, minister—or sixty-fifth! 
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